Launching of YES Campaign at National level

On December 13, 2002 the Decade Campaign of Action for Youth Employment was launched at the national level in Tanzania.  The event began with a peaceful march beginning at on of Dar es Salaam’s most well known landmarks, Mnazi Mmoja Grounds.  Led by a Magereza Brassband, YES Country Network members, representatives from youth organizations and a number of young people stopped traffic for one hour as they marched through Bibi Titi road, Azikiwe and Kisutu Street holding signs promoting the Campaign and emphasising the need to make youth employment a top priority.  

The march ended at Kisutu Primary School, in the city of Dar es Salaam, where the Deputy Minister of Labour, Youth Development and Sports Hon. Mudhihir Mudhihir (MP) and Youth Officers from Tanzania Mainland and Zanzibar greeted demonstrators. 
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Pupils from Kisutu Primary School joined the assembly of people who listened to motivating speeches by Deputy Minister of Labour, Youth Development and Sports Hon. Mudhihir Mudhihir (MP) and Vice Chairperson of YES Country Network Committee, Mr. Zuberi Ngoda Hamissi, who is also the Minister of Carrier and Talent Development, Entrepreneurship, Employment and Volunteerism for Dar es Salaam University Students’ Organization (DARUSO).

The Deputy Minister Hon. Mudhihir said the global campaign for Youth Employment Summit (YES 2002-2012) is aimed at creating productive and sustainable livelihoods for an additional 500 million young adults, especially youth facing poverty, by the year 2012. 

Hon. Mudhihir said Tanzania is among the poorest countries in the World so her youth are a primary target for the campaign and they must work hard to achieve the goal. 


[image: image2.png]



He said the Government objective is to enable 700,000 young people who enter in labour market each year to attain productive and sustainable livelihoods, by the year 2012.

He elaborated by saying that the achievement of this objective depends upon the collaboration of each stakeholder through YES Country Network.  

“YES Country Network is not a new institution…But is collaboration program that involves Youth Leaders, NGOs, Government Officials, Educational Institutions, Financial Institutions, Media Institutions, International Institutions and all stakeholders”, he said.

He highlighted the Six E’s as a main guideline for implementing the action plan for the YES 10 year long campaign, which is employability, employment creation, equity, entrepreneurship, environmental sustainability and Empowerment. (Please see  Six E’s Word Document) 

He expressed the government’s willingness and commitment to take initiatives for the creation of youth employment opportunities. He pointed out some of the steps that the government has taken toward youth employment including to attend the Ministerial Meeting at the Youth Employment Summit in Alexandria, Egypt; to add youth employment to the agenda of the Commonwealth Regional Meeting for Africa, which held in Syria in October this year; the Government gave top priority to youth employment during the National Youth Week which was held in Tanga region in October 2002; also at the 14th Consultative Group Meeting for Tanzania which was held in Dar es Salaam in December this year, the government highlighted the  issue of youth employment as a key factor for poverty reduction. The Consultative Group Meeting included the Government, Development Partners and The World Bank.

The Tanzania Government also has played a major role in preparing the Launching of the YES Campaign at National Level as well as preparing National Action Plan.

He emphasised that Unemployment is a global problem and therefore require solidarity of people from all nations especially youth who should be in front line in establish economic projects to achieve the goals.

“We cannot solve the current problem by using past techniques…so the community should avoid harmful idea that the government alone is responsible for the issue of employment because nowadays employment mainly in hands of civil society particularly the private sector and NGOs”, he commented. 

He said, the Government would use the National Youth Development Policy, the Strategy for Poverty Reduction and other National Policies to reach the goal of YES. The Central Government in collaboration with Local Government will form strategy and create good condition, which will improve youth economically.

 He completed by saying “I would like to announce that Youth Employment Summit Campaign is now being official launched at national level because it can be done… It must be done…It will be done! " 
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